A FARM SALE AT CHADWELL ST. MARY, 1833

by Randal Bingley

Sleeper's farmhouse at
Chadwell 5t. Mary is the only
remaining structure of a
pleasant agricultural group
which existed, more or less
entire, into the 1960's, when
the farmyard was re-developed
for the W. Carpenter haulage
enterprise. The east-facing
hall-house, possibly in
essence of fifteenth century
construction, was rethatched
and modernised c.1967 (1), at
which time the collection of
documents, reported in Panorama
Vol. 12, was discovered beyond
a sealed upstairs door. The presently examined sale catalogue was
among these papers and, like the rest, was borrowed by the museum.
Zerox copies are now with the Essex County Library, Grays.

Edward Driver, whose biography is not sufficiently understood,
seems to have been baptised at Grays Thurrock, November 18th 1768,
the son of another Edward Driver who had served as constable at
Grays in 1770, but who in the mid 1780's was tenant of Mulberry
Farm at West Tilbury, (2), the farm which was later to be known as
Gun Hill., In 1772 a William Driver had kept the 'Red Lion' and a
shop at West Tilbury also (3). The clan from which our Edward
Driver sprang was, almost certainly, one which had its roots deep
in Essex agricultural history, traceable into the fourteenth cen-
tury (4) at least and which, by 1643 (at Boreham) was producing
Driver sons called Edward (5). By 1792 'our' Edward Driver, prev-
iously of West Tilbury, had married a wife called Margaret and was
living at Chadwell St. Mary (6), the next door parish. The couple
in turn produced another Edward, who also went into farming and
continued at Chadwell as a tenant of the Stubbers, North Ockendon
estate until the middle 1860's, when his widow Rebecca (daughter
of Phillip Miller, farmer of Biggin) (7), continued to work the
farm (8) at the crossroads. She died in 1882,
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When, in 1833 Edward Driver gave up farming and sold off his
stock he was possibly really handing over to this son. Even with
due consideration for the occasional lots that give no useful hint
as to what they contained - for example Lot 7. "Sundries', - the
catalogue offers by no means a complete inventory of the small
farmer's whole possessions. This is the case even if we zallow
that many tools, threshing flails for example, or reaphosks and
other harvest implements, were provided and maintained by the
individual land-labourer rather than his master. Thus it may be
that some of the best material went to his son Edward before the
sale took place. What we do know, is that seven years later 'young'
Edward was working exactly the same farm as the one which 'old'
Edward surrendered the tenancy of in 1833 (9). The occupation may
have been continucus.

It might be pleasant to glance at this farm and its surround-
ings for a moment, since its acreage and form would have altered
little, if at all, between the day of the stock-sale and 1840, when
the land is detailed for us on the Tithe map. '0ld' Edward Driver's
farmhouse - which may or may not then have been officially called
"Sleeper's" as it is now, but which was almost surely known round
about as "Driver's" - stood in about 3 gravelly acres of "Homestead"
opposite the thatched and timber-framed huddle of the "Cross Keys"
inn (10) on the highway. There were barely a dozen cottages in
this nearby street, a few others, farmhouses or larger dwellings
scattered beyond it within the parish. To the east, jus: over a
sandy lane (now Chadwell Hill) barely wider then than a waggon's
width and overhung with a canopy of elm, was the medieval parish
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church, and still opposite his farmyard on the lane's edge, the red
brick house that Dan and Martha Jackson (11) had built forty years
previously. Here Martha continued to dwell, a widow, managing her
late husband's farm (12). Beyond Ned Driver's great timber barn,
doubtless weatherboarded and thatched, the land sloped south to a
gravel cliff, possibly of some ancientness. For in the quarry
bottom, probably built before 1754 (13) was set another farmstead -
that of Chadwell Hall, its brick dwelling-house frontage seeming to
grip the tumbling lane with a dark temnacity. This was the manor
farm owned by J.P. Herringham, the absentee rector who lived at
Borley. '

Beyond, at the lane's foot opened the clay lsvels, which at ’
this date were partially under the plough. Driver's farm was just
about 100 acres, and of this a sizeable portion lay upon marshland;
three marshes south of the Chadwell Place manorway, and four marshes
in a cluster spreading to the south of Biggin Lane (now partially
the Tally Ho! Riding Stables). Driver also had other marsh enclos-
ures nearer to the modern Feenan Highway, and a small piece in the
hamlet of Biggin, adjacent to and north of the lane., The rest of
Zriver's was dispersed over the dry hilltop - arable and woodland
on the boundary of Orsett Heath, a parcel south of the rectory, now
under housing estates, another field where the Chadwell Branch Lib-
rary and Aluric Close currently exist, and the first field west of
the "Homestead", sloping from what we today call "Riverview'", to the
south., It was not a very compact unit.

This was the general scene to which W. Jeffries, auctioneer,
invited comers at 10 o'clock on the two days of Tuesday October 8th
and the 9th, 1833 pinning the village's position for those farmers
travelling from either London, Kent or PBillericaywards with the
headed caption "CHADWELL,ESSEX,/3 miles from Tilbury Fort and 4
from Horndon-on-the-Hill", Then followed the "CATALOGUE/OF ALL THE
LIVE AND DEAD FARMING/STOCK,/ALSO,NEAT/Household Furniture/AND
EFFECTS, THE PROPERTY OF/MR. EDWARD DRIVER,/who is relinquishing
his Agricultural Pursuits/," - which, carried the explanation that
the live and dead farming stock would be sold on the first day, the
household furniture on the second. It is with the first day's sale
that I am mainly concerned. The furniture is really outside my area
of knowledge.

In listing the items I have taken a common sense approach and
intend only to clarify where a term seems obsolete, or is not widely
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used nowadays. It seemed better to keep to the order of the catal-
ogue, even though reason suggests one should try to group the sale-
items more logically, perhaps working through the farm year and
dealing with each in seguence of seasonal use. Obviously, on the
day, they were distributed around the farm for the convenience of
viewing and were often not where they would normelly reside. Every-
thing from LOT 8. onwards, including tools, horses, carts aud
potatoes for instance, was assembled in the 'Back Yard' according
to the catalogue. But the back yard of the farmhouse was tiny,
being confined against a low bank of gravel. The real spread of
disposable stock - (certainly waggons and horses!) must then have
been arranged in the back area of the farmyard, south-west of the
house and in front of the barn.

LOT 1. Sweet beer cask, 2,3,4, ditto, 5. Hop sieve, tunnel,
tap tub, and cowl with contents. All of these are the utensils of
brewjng. Cobbett advised that the average farm labourer's family
would need 274 gallons of beer per annum - "requires fifteen bushels
of malt and (for let us do the thing well) fifteen pounds of hops..".
The four sweet beer casks - of unrecorded size, were undoubtedly of
cak staves, ready to receive the final brews of various strengths
from the last small beer to the strongest ale. 'Sweet' meant com-
rlete cleanliness and odourlessness - "When the casxk is empty, great
care must be taken to cork it tightly up, so that no air get in; for,
if it do, the cask is moulded, and when moulded, it is spoiled for
ever. It is never again fit to be used about beer..." (Cobbett,
Cottage Economy). To keep the cask sweet, scalding was used, as
well as the insertion of chains or stones, which, by being reveolved,
wore the wood down clean.

The hop sieve was for dressing the fruit, and separating bits
of leaf or stalk for these would give a bad taste to the beer.
'Tunnel' is simply a variant of funnel for pouring, which might be
of copper or of wooden staves, like that shown in '"East Anglian
Crafts' by Norman Wymer, 1977. The Tap Tub is simply understood,
but the 'Cowl' is now obsolete and means, I think, a liquor vessel,
often one with carrying handles (14),

In the COAL HOUSE were LOTS 6. and 7., a "quantity of coals",
probably fetched from the nearest dump at East Tilbury along the
waggon way still known as the 'Cpal Road', There was also a 'part-
ition', presumably to separate the types of coal, or coals from
logs, and a group of 'Sundries', which might have been the small
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tools, shovels, hammers, and so on, needed in the fuel store. Near-
by, out in the BACK YARD, on the west side of the farmhouse were two
'swill tubs' and LOT 10, a 'Dog kennel' (15). The next four items
are brewing ones again: the 'Underback', a vessel placed below the
mash to receive off the raw wort when let out from the tun, a 'brew-
ing tub' and two others 'Ditto'. Close by was a "Barrel with Tar".
We may assume that this meant a true barrel - a cask of 36 gallons
liquid measure. Reference is made in Panorama Vol. 12 to the tarring
of fences and gates by Edward Driver, but of course all of his elm-
clad buildings were attended to similarly.

LOT 15. was a "Toel box
with Tools" of unspecified
sorts, while 16. contained
"three scythes with snaithes".
The 'sythe' seems then to have
technically been the blade
only, the curving steamed-ash
or natural willow handles for
each being the '=snaithes' -
sometimes called 'sneads' or
'sneds', to which were affixed
by iron collars the adjustable
grips for the hand, called
'nibs', Each nib had a wedge
to tighten it, while the 'grass-
nail' held the blade in posit-
ion and acted as a barrier to
stalks cloying the head of the blade. Scythes were used only for
hay-cutting and following after the reapers, who cut at this time
in Essex with the sickle or reaphook. LOTS 17. to 20. were all
"Hand Implements'" regrettably unlisted. They would include those
small tools which the agricultural labourer did not have to pro-
vide for himself - billhooks, hoes, shovels ete.

Next in the back yard were lying two lots described as '"Pair
of Waggon ropes and winch pins", the ropes probably being those for
the rear windlass or winch which some farm vehicles had attached
below the tailboard. More common in Sussex, one of these has been
recorded, however, at Bulphan (see Panorama Vol. 15). There were
also "Forty Pea Sisves" (LOT 23) which I cannot help but feel must
mean the open-net pea sacks with which we are today familiar, LOT
2. was also probably for peas - a "Bushel basket and a + bushel

18




ditto". The bushel was a various measure, but an imperial bushel
of corn, for instance averaged 40 - 65 pounds. Imperial measure
had been introduced some six years earlier. While speaking of peas,
of course a significant crop on Driver's hot uplands, we may jump
to LOT 26. - "Two pea boxes'". These may have been seed-drills,
kinds of barrows with deep upright sides and fronts, and a small
travelling wheel. LOT 25. was "Two grease tubs with grease'" - for
cart axles and other running gear. LOTS 27, and 28, appear as of
small interest - "Basket and sundries" and "0Old Iron". But even
¢ld iren might be of use upon rick-cloths when the wind got up.
Today worn-out heavy-vehicle tyres are a favourite for weighing
down. the tarpaulins.

LOT 29. was a '"Hog Form" used when pigs were slaughtered for
cutting up (16) and LOT 30. a "Drag rake and dung crome". The drag
rake was simply a large-scale towing rake, which might be man-
hauled, as described in Wrights "0Old Farm Implements'", 1974. The
'dung crome' - sometimes called a crone in East Anglia, is a bent
fork, used for manipulating muck either in the yard or field. A
"ditto" (drag rake) was LOT 31. - fitted with a "shooting stick",

a kind of supporting bar to act as a prop. 8mall two-wheeled

carts were fitted with these alsoc to act as a safeguard on sloping
ground, LOT %2, offered a '"seed basket'" - sometimes called a 'seed
lip' - the standard container from which broadcasting was done. The
lot also contained a "wetting basket". I have failed to identify
it. A "Chicken cage" - probably a large basketwork one for trans-
portation, accompanied "Bundries" in LOT 33.

LOTS 34,-%6, were all sacks - Ten guarter of corn sacks" (a
quarter was a weight of eight bushels) being first. A corn sack
was a standard container, capable of holding four bushels of grain.
The next lot was "Ten ditto", while LOT 36, was represented by
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"Twenty pea sacks'". Alongside these, LOT 37. offered "Beetle, 6
wedges, and 2 hedge hooks". The beetle was a heavy mallet, pro-
bably with an apple-wood head bound in iron - like the hub of a
cart - and with a stout ash handle. The iron wedges were for wood-
splitting and the hedge hooks probably what are locally nowadays
called 'slashers', (17). They were used for laying hedges and
general 'plashing' work, - so probably also 'plashers'. Cobbett
would have either ignored or deplored LOT 38,, - "Quantity of
potatoes". LOT 39. was again the tantalizing "Sundries".

"Harness for 4 horses, complete' made up the next attraction,
followed by "Two sets of plough harness", while LOT 42. was the
same again, All of this would be heavy horse gear, 'black' leather
and nicely brass-worked, quite possibly with blinker brasses marked
"E.D.", A superb local blinker brass of the period, marked "R.F,",
was found on ploughsoil at Orsett and is illustrated here to show
the style. LOT 43, was "Two cart saddles" - the sort which took
the weight from the shafts when a waggon or cart was behind. Con-
stable's sketches show them as being lined with red textile in
higher East Anglia and remains of local ones found at Loft Hall
stables (Orsett) were so. LOT 44, was "Odd harness and 3 leash
lines" (for guidance in ploughing with a team) while 45. offered
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"Two coulters and one other". The coulter i1s an iron that goes
ahead of the ploughshare to perform a slicing of the ground. LOT
L6, was horse gear again - "Two chain leather headstalls", that is
with metal chain upon them. BPBefore continuing with horse-tackle,
the "catalogue diverts to LOT 47, "Corn hutch and sieve". This was
presumably from the stable, a 'hutch' or box with a stout anti-rat
1lid and a reed or split-cane bottomed corn sieve of circular bent-
wood. LOTS 48, to 50. were '"Bridle and Saddle", "Set of light cart
harness, brass mounted" and "odd pieces of harness" respectively.
The light cart (see LOT 77.) would be either a 'Scotch Cart' or
some dandy market-going road wehicle.

LOT 52. was the "Well bucket, rope and chain" for everyday
domestic use, while 53. offered a "Quantity of Thatching Stuff"
which might imply hazel spars or reeis. Most likely it is for
thatching ricks (or stacks as Essex called them). LOT 54. was the
necessary "Stack ladder" for setting up alongside the ricks. It
would need to be a forty-two or forty-eight rung implement of ocak
or beech. Next came "A 35 round ditto" - a ladder of thirty-six
rungs. Other coppice-industry items were the "Quantity of hurdles",
implying a sheep flock, and probably at this date manufactured
locally. We do not know if they were the open 'gate' hurdles of
willow or ash, or the wattle type of hazel and willow. LOT 57. was
a "Grindstone and winch" (handle) for sharpening all the small tools
of the farm.

Heavier implements now
followed. 58. was a "Bet of
harrows and whippletrees",
the latter peing part of the
trace-gear in ploughing etc.
- a wide horizontal bar which
links animal to machins. A
"Set of skew-tined" harrows
represented LOT 59, that is,
with tines set off-straight.
The types of harrow for breaking land to a tilth after ploughing
were numercus by this date. LOT 60. was "A 2-horse land roller",
probably of cast ircon. Again the early 19th century types were
manifeld. LOT El. fellewed, a "Greasing jack", used for lifting
the heavy tumbril carts, for lubrication of the axle-boxes.

The "Pea break, nearly new" (LOT 62.) was ppobably a small
milling-tox for grinding meal, Partridge's '"Farm Tools through
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the Ages" 1973. refers to a Flax 'brake' for bruising. LOT 63. was
a "Footplough, complete'" and 64 another,

65 "Two plough skiffs', I think means the same as 'skims'. They
were a type of coulter which were much favoured in ploughing matches
because they pared away a slice of weedy turf before the share, and
left a clean furrow. LOT 66. was a "wheelbarrow" and 67. "Two cow-
cribs" - fodder racks for the yard or field. The "hog trough and
short ladder" (LOT 68) is self-explanatory, though 'ladder' in this
sense could either be the short one used in stack-building, or an
odd 'ladder' of the type used to fit fore and aft of a waggon, so
as to build a greater hayload. LOT 69, a "Quantity of faggots
(bundles of small timber) and furze'" most likely represents bread
oven-fuel, though gorse (locally 'fuss') was also choppad and
bruised as a horse-fodder. LOT 70. was "About 20 bushels of potat-
ces" and 71. "Gate heads, guartering and poles". The familiar oak
field gate has a 'head' or main post and sundry lesser bars of
'quartering'.

The largest farm machinery.
was now sold, starting with Edward
Driver's '"Harvest Waggon'" and LOT
73, "Capital road waggon, complete',
- the former probably more narrow
wheeled than the road wvehicle,
which had to travel further over
public highways. I suspect both
were blue, with red undercarts and
wheels (18). The width of wheel-
tyring is reflected in LOT 74, "A
5-inch wheel dung cart". Presum-
ably it was bound with two sets of 2% inch iron strakes to each
wheel and, being more of a wet-land vehicle, would benefit by hav-
ing a broader tyring than the harvest waggon. LOT 75. was another
"Ditto" and 86. a "Useful iron-arm tumbril." This is an interest-
ing early reference to the coming of metal axles into the locality,
supplanting the wholly timber axles of the previous century. The
essence of the tumbril in farming parlance is that it was a tip-
cart capable of load-shooting. Did the previous pair of dung carts
not have tip-action? LOT 77. referred to a "Superior-built green
painted light cart, nearly new'". This would be the vehicle for
social journeys, possibly sprung, with mud-guards and perhaps some
seating. Maybe the "Very superior young nag mare (LOT 86.) described
as "gquiet to ride or drive’ was its other half,
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LOT 78. contained a "Stack of reeds, about 1,000 bundles" -
maybe for thatching or, as has been seen in local cattle-sheds (19)
for insulation under pantile roofing, "Part of a stack of prime
clover hay, 9 loads" was item 79, while 80. formed "Sundries" again.
Wright mentions that in Essex clover stacks were always called
'stover stacks' (20). Livestock now followed with LOT &1., "PRINCE,
a sorrel horse" that is, of a reddish-brown colour. Bays were also
dark brown and the three following work-animals represent the stand-
ard draught-horse locally in favour until Suffolks, Shires and
others supplanted them. The 'Times' nswspaper (21) could still
refer in 1884 to "the compact black-legged bays of Essex" - pro-
bably & breed which had been created out of the Great Belgians of
the medieval age. LOT 82. described "BOXER, a powerful bay horse,

4 years old", 83. "SHORT, a black ditto, 6 years old" and 8k,
"CAPTAIN, a black ditto, & years old". The horse quota here fits
very nicely with the old reckoning of one pair of draught animals
to each fifty acres of land under cultivation, with an odd spare
for emergencies. LOT &5. was a "Mare and foal". 86. we have
already noted. A "Young cow in calf", "Sundries", and "Ditto" saw
to the last three lots of a busy first day of sale.

Upon the morrow, Wednesday October 9th, 1833, the buyers
moved to the farmhouse kitchen for the domestic items of the place.
Almost surely, the farmers' wives had come along. At ten o'clock
business began with Mr. Driver's "Stone bottles, pipe kilm, grate
and hanger." The pipe kiln was possibly a small iron cage into
which clay smoking pieces were set and placed in the fire to whiten
them. The hanger was (22) presumably for a kitchen vessel. LOT 2.
was a quantity of "glass bottles", while 3. offered "Lantern, 4 flat
irons, 2 rests, and boot jack"., LOT 4. was a "Linen horse" - a
plain wooden tressle for drying clothes, and "Sundries". LOT 5.
presented "Iwo spitoons", for casting tobacco juice etc. into,
"lantern, and flour cannister" and 6, "Two iron frying pans and

gridiron" - the griddle irom which Cobbett chose for his personal
emblem. Like most of these, LOTS 7. to 13. require no modern
comment - "Copper tea kettle and iron saucepan'; "Large brass

kettle"; "Large oval iron boiler'; "Ditto"; "Tub, cupboard and
stool"; "Two tubs, linen horse and stosl"; "Two was(h) tubs". LOT
14, - a "Flour hutch" was a simple chest on legs for storage, but
15. "Hutch and steps" seems larger. LOT 16. offered the "Kneading
trough" for dough and a '"chopping board" possibly of some durable
tree like hornbeam.
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The "Patent churn" which came as LOT 17. would be for dairy
produce, likely a table-top model of barrel type with a handle for
revolving it. These were just coming in. The older type was the
wooden-staved 'plunger' variety in which the cream was paddled by
a rod with both hands., The standard balance-mzasures cams next -
"Pair of hay steelyards and weight". LOT 19. was an "Ironing board,
basket and line". I wonder how common the washing line was in 18337
Almost every cottage and farm had its wide hedges across which linen

| was hung to dry, but Driver's Farm, stuck in a hollow at the west

znd open to the road north and east, probably had no useful hedge-
line. LOT 20. was "Tin meat reflector" (mea*t safe?) and "vehicle
jack" - a cooking ratchet iron. "Sundries" describes LOT 21. "A
35 inch elliptic stove" was 22, Presumably the measuremsnt is its
height. It would have warmed Cobhett's heart as well as anything
glse, He was a great advocate of the '"American Fireplace'- the
cast iron stove which he had first seen in the U.5.,A. forty years
azo (23). HNearby were "Set of fire irons" and LOT 24, "Bellows,
gifter (for recycling cinders), poker, tongs, oven 1lid % peal.
peal is a long iron sinovel, used for lifting loaves from the
oven., LOT 25. was "Iron tea kettle and trevit" (a stand) and
a

ho
25, "Chopping block, chopper and stool". Chopping sticks seems
2 have ceen an easeful occupation at Driver's.

Next came a few dairying items, though they were not situated
this occasion in the dairy. LOT 27. was "Two pails, dish tub,
wl, and basin" while 28. included "Milk pail, 2 hair sieves, and

trenchers'",., The pails were at this
te probably the old coopered sort of
ght clean maple, with a side handle

r carrying to and from the pasture.
For the dairy cows were normally milked
afield at this time.
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The dish tub, bowl and basin were
probably of turned wood or earthenware,
uszad for '"setting' the milk overnight,
allowing the cream to rise. After that, milk was skimmed with a
'fleeter' - a kind of shallow, perforated ladle. Previously, the
hair sieve would have been used to clean the milk of any small
impurities from the milking, - such as bits of grass., Following
fleeting, the cream was covered with muslin and, after a couple
of days ripening, would be ready for churning, The process of
buttermaking was a lengthy and skilful one, but finally, after
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washing and removal of surplus-moisture, it would come to the stage
of being shaped with pats or "hands'. 'Hands' also beat out moist-
ure and perhaps the '2 trenchers' described in LOT 28, were the flat
boards upon which this beating was accomplished. They are illust-
rated in 'Dairying Bygones' by A. Ingram, Shire Album 29., 1980.

LOT 29, was "Sundry pieces of tin'", that is tinware, probably
for cocking. LOT 30. comprised "Large tin saucepan, steamer and
cover" and 31. "Tin saucepan, skillet and odd pieces". The skillet
was another type of saucepan, usually with its own legs. LOT 32.
was the familiar set of lighting gear "Two metal candlesticks,
snuffers and tray". The snuffers, which sat upon the elongated
tray, were probably scissors-style, with a little box attached to
the blade for wick-trimmings. Presumably the candlesticks were
brass, because next followed "Two iron ditto, flat ditto (the sort
with a low collar and round wax-dish) Italian iron (a candlestick?)
two heaters, and mortar". I can only guess that the 'heaters' were
small footwarmers which were filled with hot cinders. The mortar
might be culinary or veterinary. LOT 34%. was for bread preparationm,
the wooden "kneading trough and cover" with "Form, table and sink"
as the next item. This must have been a spare sink and would have
been of rectangular imported stone, a shallow object. Some local
farmhouses still have them in the 'backus' or rear outhouse. LOT
26. - "Coarse (coarseware) water pot and two pans" preceeded the
well known "Copper warmingpan" and LOT 38. comprised "Deal table
with a drawer'" - a softwood item. The whole kitchen washing-unit
was sold in situ, - "Hogshead (521 gallons) copper, furnace, 1lid
(of planks) & brickwork". MNext was auctioned "A ten-stave chamber
ladder", the type of steps which might give access to a loft.
'Stave' is recorded in 1825 by Forby (Voc. East Anglia) as an
alternative for 'rung' or 'round'.

Moving into the Dairy, few items were offered which the pres-
ent day householder would be unfamiliar with, at least by name. So
they are listed with little comment.

Dairy

1. Ten pleces of coarse ware. 42. Sundry knives and forks, knife
and bread tray. U43. Pieces of delf ware. UL, Pieces of blue
dinner service. U45. Mugs and jugs. U6. Pieces of tea service and
metal tea pot. L7. Candle box (a cylindrical tinware container),
knife ditto, and sundries, U8. Set of casters and stand, dinner
mats, and coffee pot. 49, Large pork tub and cover. ' 50. Small
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ditto. 51. Hog Form and table., 52, Canvas fronted meat safe,
Z ft. by 5. 53. Corner cupboard. 54%. Dresser with three drawers,
11 feet long. ©55. Sundries.

Passage
56. Oval two-leaf dining table. 57. Six door mats. 58. Sundries.
Mangle Room

59. Rope mangle. 60. Two linen baskets and linen horse. 61. Small
nest of drawers and bucket. 62. Leather covered hutch (a coffer or
chest on legs). 63, Oak ditto. 64. Mahogany round table. 65.
Quadrant (a bow-fronted corner piece, table, cabinet). 66. Bureau
bedstead and matress. 67. Small feather bed and two pillows., 68,
Three pieces of bed covering. 69. Sundries. 70. Bracket clock.
71. Dutch ditto. 72. Two bird cages (a type of clock).

Keeping Room

7%3. A 3 ft., register stove. 74, Brass fender on feet. 75, Set of
fire irons. 76. Hearth rug, piece of drugget (coarse cloth of wool
or wool mixed with silk), oil cloth, and carpet. 7?7. Six arm chairs
and three cushions. 78. Wainscot round table. 79. Mahogany bureau
with 4 drawers. 80, Mahogany writing desk and stand. &1. Mahogany
pembroke table (with small drop leaves for breakfasting) and cover.
82. Mahogany chest with 4 drawers. 83. Pier glass in mahogany frame,
2k x 15 (Large looking glass). B4. Barometer. 85. Eight-day clock.
86. Coal scuttle and brush., 87. Gun. 88. Ditto. 89 Sundries. 90
Ditto, 91. Pair of wine coolers.

Best Parlor

92. Stove. 93. Brass mounted fender. 9%. Shells and ornaments.
95, Hearth rug, and carpet 12 by 12. 956. Mahogany pembroke table
and cover. 98, Six rush-seat chairs. 99, Arm chair. 100 Handsome
soffa and cover. 10l1. Cormer buffet. 102. Pair of ring-neck
decanters (with cordons around the neck). 103%. One ditto and
fourteen wines, 104, Pier glass, 30 x 18. 105. 5ix rumners (a
solid, tavern type of glass) and two tumblers. 106. Large china
bowl. 107. Three china bowls. 108. Set of tea service and tray.
109. Silver punch ladle and gravy spoon. 110. Three table spoons.
111. Sugar nippers (for breaking loaf sugar) and pepper caster.
112. Eight tea spoons. 113, Sun blind, wvalence, and muslin blind.
114, Corner buffet. 115. Pair of horse pistols. 116, Cupboard
with contents. 117. Sundries. 118. Ditto.
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Front Bed Room

119. Stair carpet and two mats. 120. Mahogany elbow chair. 121,
Fourpost bedstead and furniture. 122. Wash-hand stand, basin, and
ewer. 123. Two chairs and a stool. 124, Mahogany double chest of
9 drawers. 125. Mahogany night commode. 126. Box with books. 127.
Leather portmanteau. 128, Clothes basket. 129, Swing dressing
glass. 130, Straw mattress. 131. Feather bed, bolster, and two
pillows. 132. Two blankets. 133. Patchwork quilt. 134. Bed-
round carpet. 135. Sundries.

Tent Bed Room

136. Tent bedstead (a post-bed with light curving bars and drapes)
and furniture. 137. Straw mattress. 138. Feather bed, bolster,
and two pillows. 139. Three blankets., 140. Patchwork quilt.
141, Three chairs. 142. Mahogany wash-hand stand, basin and jug.
143, Single chest of drawers. 1blk. Pier glass. 145, Nest of
drawers, 146, Odd pieces of carpet and 4 chamber mugs (rugs? or
pots?). 147. Sundries.

Back Tent Bed Room

148, Tent bedstead and furniture. 149. Straw mattress. 150.
Feather bed, bolster, and two pillows. 151. Three blankets. 152.
Patch-work quilt. 153. Three chairs., 154. Painted wash stand,
basin and ewer. 155. Dressing table. 156. Elm hutch. 157. Three
pieces of carpet. 158. Blank. 159. Blank,

Best Bed Room

159. Fourpost bedstead, with white dimity (stout cotton or linen)
furniture, full valence, 160, Straw palliasse. 161, Feather bed,
bolster, and two pillows. 162. Two blankets. 163. Counterpane.
164, Dressing table and dress. 165. Six painted chairs. 166,
Pier glass. 167, Painted washstand, basin and jug. 168. Bedround
carpet. 169. Capital mahogany double chest of 9 drawers. 170.
Sun blind, window curtain, &%c. 171. Sundries.

Linen

172. A pair of linen sheets. 173. Ditto. 174, Ditto. 175. Ditto.
176. Ditto. 177. Two ditto. 178. Two large table cloths. 179.
Six small ditto. 180. Ten hand towels. 181, Two round ditto. 182.
Six tea cloths, 183, Eleven pillow cases. 184, Odd pieces. 185,
Sundries. 186, Ditto. 187. Ditto. 188. Ditto. 189. Ditto. 190.
Ditto.
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50 ended the second day at Driver's farm., Local inventories
such as this are of unique importance in illustrating the lives of
past inhabitants, and we are fortunate to be able to compare this
catalogue with the similar record of Bunting's farm a few miles up-
river in the preceeding century (Journal Vol., 3). That we may yet
enjoy the general look of Driver's farmhouse is a pleasant fact.
But finally, I must thank B. Barmes, Esq. of Grays for sllowing us
to see the place as it must have appeared in Edward Driver's day.

4 rare engraving from his collection is reproduced here.
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Farm Implements' 1974%. (21) The 'Times' 27 Feb. 1884, (22) Journal
of Thurrock Historical Soc Vol 3 p.20. An error here for 'hangar',
which in that case refers to a type of short sword used by N.C.O0's
in the 18th century. (23) Rural Rides. Everyman edition 1957 Vol.
1 p.279 and 295. (24) Jekyll G. '0ld West Surrey', 1904.

29



