CONSIDERATIONS UPON POSSIBLE TERP—MOUNDS IN
THE MUCKING, CORRINGHAM AND FOBBING
WETLANDS

by Randal Bingley

eferences to raised-level
omestic sites of either
medieval or later date upon the
Essex marshes are extremely
scarce, though in The Great Tide
coincidental attention was drawn
to Oozedam house and stockyard
(TQ78.7383.8328) remaining
above the 1953 flood maximum.
A remarkable aerial photograph in that book testifies to this circumstance,
showing it as an impressive cattle-refuge amidst the watery wastes. "
Unfortunately, we have yet only faint evidence for Oozedam's period of origin
as a farmstead. Did a medieval or earlier nucleus oceupy its “platform”
before the "Dutch” homestead which F.Z. Claro alludes t0?® It seems fairly
certain to be older, because a reference appears as early as September 1598,
among the Fobbing Parish registers, when "Sarah Kent ye daughter of John
Kent of Ooes was buried...”. Archacological data is so far absent however
and the kind of ceramic debris which might give a domestic date-range is not
casually forthcoming, due mainly to it being a permanent pasture ground.

This applies likewise to other grazing farms such as Nazewick
(TQ78.7325.8485) and Slatey House (TQ78.7297.8398) - a modern sounding
farmstead edging Fobbing Creek but whose prior name of Westelword
(1521) proves it to have been in operation before the Dutch drainage (here, of
the 1620s) and conceivably earlier than when Fobbing manor's sea walls were
substantially completed. In this case, its derelict farmstead site is apparently
a liitle more elevated than surrounding cattle pastures, even allowing for the
fact that its mid 19th century brick foundation walls and other solid materials
distort any casual survey of its “mound”.

Documentary sources nevertheless make plain that some local copyholders
had stockyards and dwellinghouses far out upon the Thames levels and the
peasant traitor William Gildborne's "messuage with a curtilage” (house and
courtyard or farmyard) at Northope Marsh (TQ78.7405.8273) alongside
Oilmill Fleet has already been identified.® Was this homestall, too, a raised
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platform site, aloof from tidal inundation, or might its very presence infer that
some of Fobbing’s medieval sea walls were already an established security by
the late 1300s?

These are greatly important questions, as is the matter of the baseline
dating of the “mounds” themselves, because they are very similar in concept
to the ferps of various other north European wetlands and which are
alternatively described through coastal regions there by the name of Warf,
Wurth and Wierde.

Among the most revealing excavations of any of these foreign terp-mounds
was that at Feddersen Wierd in Germany, where during the 1950s the
development of a sizeable marshland raised-settlement platform could be
traced through from its prehistoric origin to a cessation of use somewhere in
the 5th century A.D. It was with this mound, and with a Dutch excavation at
the Ezinge terp, that our own Mucking (early-Saxon) pottery and
loomweights were to be closely compared, thus linking the people of an
ancient ferpen tradition directly to those early 6th century "Ing" settlements of
Essex, such as Mucking and Fobbing. &L

Our placename specialist, P.H. Reaney, working during the mid 1930s,
would have had much to consider on the subject had he known of this direct
connection between Thurrock's shoreline colonisation and Feddersen Wierde,
for he discussed (under Canvey Island) a series of worth, werth, ward, and
werda landscape names that are all to be found in Thames coastal wetland
locations and which he interpreted at the time, on locational evidence alone, as
probably meaning “a marsh”. If the establishment of those names had been
adopted within the Saxon migration period however, we can now see that they
could very well have meant a mound-homestead (as was the case at Feddersen
Wierde) but which had extended in due course of centuries to become
associated with its whole adjacent area of agricultural marsh. The earliest
Essex form of the “worth” placename, adds Reaney, seems to be werde,
which is, as we can now appreciate, an almost identical sound to the German
and Dutch Wierde.

We have already hinted that Slatey House at Fobbing had possessed one of
these Werda titles, evolving linguistically through Westelword to Ilward by
1622, then to “Great Ellfords” before 1789. Latterly it was “Great Ilford”.
The same suffixal element is there also in the Rugward marsh and homestall
(Mucking) and Corringham's Radwrth, found as early as 1199 A.D. @

Rugward is of especial interest to our case. Reaney deals with it under
Stanford le Hope because of his random and often misleading intermix of
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modern “civil” parishes with the more historically useful ecclesiastical ones.

But Rugward marshes appear for centuries to have been a detached tithable
territory of Mucking parish (and of the manor?) comprising some 90 acres
and ranged across the clay littoral about a mile eastward of Old Garlands,
Corringham. ™ 1Its 13th century name had been given as Werdham, reflecting
not only the Teutonic terp-mound idea again, but showing that it was
moreover, a homestead site -ham. Equally fascinating is the consideration
that Werdham is a regional variant of “Walton”, which statement demands a
little explanation perhaps: at West Tilbury, for example, a well known
wetland grass common has come to be called Walton, though archivally as
recently as the 18th century it can be seen as Waddam® and it is further
found as Worden (a most important sound link) - upon the John Walker
survey of 1584 ) while as late as the 1851 census, Mucking’s enumerator
had written Waltons Farm as it was heard pronounced - “Wardens Hall”.

Since Rugward had been an early satellite of Mucking, 2 miles upstream, this
“Walton” connection will be recognised as worthy of further investigation,

because that was to become the title of Mucking's sub-manor of Walton Hall
at some stage after the Conquest. Rogeward would seem to be a homestead
name which became affixed either as an alternative to Werdham or as a later
term (the oat-marsh scttlement?) and even today - built over by the
petrochemical industry - Rugward's name endures, defining a grouping of oil-
tanks along the riverside.

In close proximity could be found the medieval marsh of Warwyk, which,
although given by Reaney as “dairy-farm (wic) by the weir” (Corringham) is
nevertheless suggested elsewhere (from an East Mersea instance: Weir Farm)
to be feasibly derived from Wyerd. And Warwyk was in time to become the
large farm which would be called later Qozedam, the flood-free raised
platform which this note initially introduced.

In concluding our examination of Reaney's “worth-werda” group of
names we should not omit a piece of marsh identified first in the Fect of Fines
for 1217 A.D. as Wadmerse, the same Wadewyke which had been part of the
rebel Gildeborne's holdings in 1381. So similar in its sound, it could represent
a chance confusion with the previously named Warwyk, but, whatever the
case, it is referred to by the Elizabethan period as being in Fobbing rather
than Corringham. During 1570 it had been called “Wade Wick” in the will
of Thomas Kent - who seems to have been an Oozedam copyholder, while his
predecessor John Wyberd in 1559-60 had seen it documented as “being salt
marsh” and known by the name of “Werde Wytt”.
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Let us now glance at the ferpen themselves as described (in Germany) by
the Roman Pliny, “Here a wretched race is found”, he tells us, “inhabiting
either the more elevated spots of land, or else eminences artificially
constructed, and of a height to which they know by experience the highest
tides will never reach. (Upon them) they pitch their cabins; and when the
waves cover the surrounding country far and wide (twice a day) like so
many mariners on board ship they are . . .”. The wetland mound of
Fahrstedter Wurth in East Freisland, examined during 1891 and of late
prehistoric date, was 21 feet high and revealed “at least three distinct levels of
wooden piles and horizontal timbers”, while at Feddersen Wierde a clear
sequence of the growth of a massive “communal” mound would be
established, showing how the marsh had been colonised at first by individual
farm homesteads, each “raised on its own terp, surrounded by a fence and
ditch, and the 15 farmsteads of the village were arranged radially around a
central open area.... By the 3rd ccmura/ A.D. the individual terps had been
merged into one largc raised area.

A density of population is mentloned here that must be, of course, far
greater than can have been established upon our own estuarine levels at the
time of, and even for long after, the Saxon migration into Thames. If the terp
system of pioneering the marsh did come from across the North Sea at this
general period, it may only have been employed to a limited degree - each of
the saltmarsh or mud zones (which in time, and with the increase of
vegetation, would become manorial or parish grazing) containing a half dozen
or less raised homestalls out among the winding channels. These, we may
conjecture, were to become the social basis of those six or so “inned” islands
from which emerged the recognisable Fobbing marsh holdings - Nazewick,
Borley, Northope, Westelword and so on, and Corringham's Oozedam and
Reedham (the above Redwrih) of the 12th century.

We make this suggestion largely because of the fact that three at least of
those farmstead's centres are believed to have been constructed upon some
kind of elevated platform. Whether entirely artificial in creation, or natural
hummocks that were seized upon and subsequently man-enhanced, we cannot
clarify, at this stage. Such early placename evidence as our Radwrth and the
associated Raddlee, which was held by Corringham's William de Ferynges in
1261 A.D., seem to point to a topographical origin connected with redness -
perhaps red soil - and offers a mild reminder that the familiar pre-historic and
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Roman saltwater evaporation sites called "red hills" of this same zone must
have still been pronounced marshland features to new Saxon colonisers of the
5th and 6th centuries. These could have provided the basis for some re-
occupation. At Fobbing, at least one recognisable “red hill” of markedly
raised ash and salt-crock briquetage (dated to the late Iron Age) extends just
off the marshfoot near Marsh Lane.

A brief mention of Nazewick farmstead is required before proceeding:
known as Nassewikmarshe in 1419, it retained similar phonetic forms until
recently, but is currently called instead "Fobbing Marsh” - an Essex Wildlife
Trust nature reserve title. Edging Vange and Fobbing creeks, it is intersected
by a number of curling drainage ditches, one of the greater of which loops
beside the now grass obscured farmstead centre. Here, there is not only a
suggestion of a former raised homestead site, but an adjacent circular pond
upon the platform area also. None of this “mound” is at first sight noticeably
elevated. Indeed, we need remember that in all cases we may expect to look
for no dramatic height, since a continual process of sinkage is in operation,
not only of any materials established upon the marsh, but of the marsh itself
In some quarters of Fobbing, for example, lengths of carthen sea wall which
are presumed to be of early construction have been rendered to mere linear
hummocks by natural subsidence and cattle erosion. Besides this aspect, the
more effective the sea walls are in keeping the tides out, so they increase the
shrinkage and subsidence of soils within, causing perpetual lowering of the

enclosed levels.
o>

During the spring of 1996, field walking by the writer on Fobbing's levels
revealed new evidence: a splendid settlement mound made evident through
cultivation for peas. Once recognised, it was realised that its roughly circular
soil-mark had been seasonally visible from the high village ridge for years,
but was believed to be caused by a smear from past chalk-dumping. The site
lies at TQ.78.7267.8536, eastward of Whitehall farm and it seems probable
that, even into the 20th century, it endured as the homestall centre to what
were called “Fowler's marshes™ which were being agriculturally integrated
with Nazewick's grazing area and so quite recently lost their individual
identity !V Fobbing's court quit-rentals indicate Mary Marrett (of Whitchall)
having the pasturage of “Fowlers Marsh” during 1740, in 1746 John Fowler
being named doing so. Not a Fobbing resident, possibly he was a grazing
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butcher, for the surname is connected with that trade at Corringham a half
century earlier (John Mitchell alias Fowler, will 1700.)

Red brick fragments of 17th-18th century type are present upon the
mound's southern shoulder, suggesting perhaps no more than a chimney stack
to some timber house, while the paucity of roofing tile implies that a (reed?)
thatched complex of buildings was mainly what had been known here. A
prolific pottery scatter and some medieval German lava-quern was focused in
the same area (around the presumed dwelling house position) ranging in date
from the Victorian phase (with a good continuity of samples) back to the 13th
century A.D. Its earliest evidence was represented by various flat-rimmed
blackish sandy or shell tempered cookpot sherds. Some white-slip decorated
Metropolitan redwares of the 14th century were also noted, as well as one
sherd from a fine thumb-impressed sagging based flagon. A number of grey
worked flint pieces are noticeable, evidently used on the site but bearing no
sign of contact with metals.

The mound's farmyard seems to have occupied its north and eastward part
and included the domed summit where a roughly circular cattle pond remains.
Until recent draining by the landowner, it contained a full reserve of water and
is a little above 50 feet in diameter and 6 feet deep. There is no evident side-
debris either in, or around, the pond cavity.

Also fairly circular in form is the occupation mound itself (measuring by
estimate 265 feet across both its north-south and its east-west axes). It rises
to perhaps 10 feet above the surrounding brown clays of the marsh and is of a
distinctive greyish white soil that is fairly stonefree. These are, of necessity,
merely initial field observations: there is a possibility of the mound being a
utilised natural outlier-hillock of the Hawkesbury-Whitehall Hill group which
lie at short distances to north-west, while old winding depressions across the
encircling marsh ploughland suggest that saltern watercourses surrounded this

raised farmstead until perhaps the time of the Dutch inning works of the’

1620s. They include (400 feet to northward) one sizeable creek, which was
once a continuation of the blocked “Parting Gut” inlet and provided the
upland farm of Whitehall with wharfage facilities.

Possibly various of the “terp” homestalls which we have discussed,
developed wharf-loading from whatever main commercial crecks were near at
hand.  Certainly, the newly discovered platform provides us with our first
unobscured and relatively undamaged ground-evidence for a raised-level
peasant holding of medieval date upon our marshes and is an impressive
landscape monument in its own right.
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